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TN THE CLAIMS : 

Please find below a listing of all of the pending claims. The statuses of the claims are 
set forth in parentheses. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of responding to a request in a distributed system, 
said distributed system including a plurality of hosts, wherein each host is operable to 
respond to at least one type of request, the method comprising steps of: 

receiving a multicasted message, said message including a request; 

determining if said request is of a first type or a second type; 

designating a subset of said plurality of hosts for said first and second types of 
request; 

responding to said request if said request is of the first typet and a host of said 
plurality of hosts responding to said request is included in a s ubset for said first type of said 
request andr ieneriftg the host ignores said request if said request is of the se cond type; 

wherein said sten of responding further comprises d etermining whether responding to 
said request includes providing a state-changing response: generating multiple responses 
from multiple hosts in said subset for said first type of said request; transmitting sa id multiple 
responses to a client in response to said responding includ ing a non-state-changing-response; 
and synchronizing said multiple responses bv transmitting a single response in response to 
said multiple hosts in said subset generating th e state-changing-response. 

2. Canceled. 

3. Canceled. 
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4. Canceled. 

5. Canceled. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, wherein said step of synchronizing 
further comprises a step of designating a synchronizing host operable to facilitate transmitting 
the single response one of said multipl e r e sponses to said client. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein said step of synchronizing 
further comprises steps of: 

transmitting a message to each host in said subset for said first type of said request, 
said message indicating that a response has been transmitted to said client; and 
deleting said request from a queue for each host receiving said message. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said first and second types of 
requests includes one of a meta data request and a data request. 

9. (Currently Amended) A distributed system comprising: 

a plurality of hosts, each host being included in a subset of hosts operable to respond 
to at least a first or second type of request; 

wherein each host is operable to receive a multicasted message including a request, 
determine whether the request is of the first or second type said request, and respond to the 
first type of request while ignoring the second type of request if the host is in a subset 
responding to the first type of request; 
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wherein multiple hosts in the subset for said first type of said request respond to the 
first type of said request and generate multiple responses from the multiple hosts in said 
subset for said first type of said request and determine whether respo nding to said request 
includes providing a state-changing response; 

wherein said subset for said first type of said request includes a synchronization host, 
said synchronization host is operable to facilitate transmitting a single response to a client in 
response to said multiple hosts in said subset generating the state-changing response; and 

wherein said multiple hosts in said subset transmit responses to said client in response 
to said multiple hosts in said subset generating a non-state-changing response . 

10. Canceled. 

1 1 . Canceled. 

12. Canceled. 

13. Canceled. 

14. (Previously Presented) The distributed system of claim 9, wherein said first and 
second type of requests includes one of a meta data request and a data request. 

15. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium on which is embedded a program, 
the program performing a method of responding to a request in a distributed system, said 
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distributed system including a plurality of hosts, wherein each host is operable to respond to 
at least one type of request, the method comprising steps of: 

receiving a multicasted message, said message including a request; 

determining if said request is of a first type or a second type; 

responding to said request if said request is of the first type; 

ignoring said request if said request is of the second typeiand 

Hesi pnating a subset of said plurality of hosts fo r said first and second types of 

request; 

wherein said step of responding further com prises a host of said plurality of hosts 
res ponding to said request in response to said host being included in a s ubset for said first 

type of said request: and 

wherein said step of responding fiirther comp ri ses determining whether responding to 
said request includes providing a state- c hanging response; generating multiple responses 
fi-om multiple hosts in said subset for said fi rst tvne of said request; transmitting said multiple 
responses to « client in response to said res p onding including a non-state-changing-response; 
and synchronizing said mul ti ple response s hv transmitting a single response to said client in 
response to said multiple hosts in said subset generati ng the sta te-ch anging-response. 



16. Canceled. 



17. Canceled. 



1 8. Canceled. 
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19. Canceled. 



20. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of claim 15, wherein said first 
and second types of requests includes one of a meta data request and a data request. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein receiving a multicasted 
message comprises receiving a multicasted message via a network in the distributed system. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [4] i, wherein the state-changing response 
includes changing a state of data stored in the host. 

23. (Previously Presented) The distributed system of claim 9, wherein the plurality of 
hosts are connected to at least one network in the distributed system and are operable to 
receive the multicasted message via the at least one network. 

24. (Currently Amended) The distributed system of claim 9, wherein the state- 
changing response includes changing a state of data stored in a host in the subset. 

25. (Previously Presented) The computer readable medium of claim 15, wherein receiving 
a multicasted message comprises receiving a multicasted message via a network in the 
distributed system. 

26. (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium of claim i« 15, wherein the 
state-changing response includes changing a state of data stored in the host. 
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27. Canceled. 

28. Canceled. 

29. Canceled. 



Attorney Docket No.: 10008120-1 
Serial No.: 09/838,177 



7 



